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spending spree with higher taxes on
natural gas. As winter approaches, we
can’t allow them to leave our families
out in the cold.

———————

BIDEN OUTRAGEOUS GAS PRICES

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, Americans see firsthand
Biden inflation at every turn and no-
where more than gas costs. The Biden
failed policies are obvious at every gas
station with prices up $1.50 per gallon
over last year, an additional $20 per
fill-up.

The $3.5 trillion Biden inflation
spending bill would make it more ex-
pensive to heat homes, drive cars, oper-
ate trucks, and keep the lights on. The
Biden tax increase on natural gas alone
would raise heating bills and destroy
90,000 jobs.

The Energy Information Administra-
tion forecasts home heating costs this
winter: Propane up 54 percent, heating
oil up 43 percent, natural gas up 30 per-
cent. The Democrat elite think they
are smarter than anyone, and they be-
lieve Democrat voters are ignorant to
believe that $3.5 trillion in spending
costs zero.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
who successfully protected America for
20 years, as the global war on terrorism
which now continues, sadly, from Af-
ghanistan to America, as Biden ignored
military advice, leading to 13 murdered
marines.

——————

RECOGNIZING COLE BAERLOCHER,
NATIONAL FFA PRESIDENT

(Mr. NEWHOUSE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, today
I rise to congratulate the newly-elected
national FFA president, Cole
Baerlocher, who hails from the great
State of Washington. Cole, a native of
Colfax, is now honored with this tre-
mendous opportunity to represent our
State and our entire Nation.

For more than 90 years, FFA has pro-
vided students with premier leadership
training through agricultural edu-
cation and advocacy. As a former FFA
member myself, I can attest that my
experience not only helped shape my
career as a farmer, but helped prepare
me to represent the Fourth District of
Washington in Congress.

Throughout his year of service to
FFA, Cole and his fellow national offi-
cers will lead workshops and con-
ferences across the country, cultivate
relationships with national agriculture
leaders, and help set policies that will
guide the future of FFA.

Cole: Washington’s entire agricul-
tural community is proud to have you
representing us, and we look forward to
following your journey on behalf our
Nation’s producers.
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Mr. Speaker, I encourage all of my
colleagues to please join me in con-
gratulating our national FFA officers.

———

RECOGNIZING MALLORY WHITE

(Mr. COMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
congratulate my friend and con-
stituent, Mallory White, of TUnion
County, Kentucky, on her recent elec-
tion as a national FFA officer.

Mallory is coming off a term as Ken-
tucky State FFA president, a position
I was honored to hold back in the day.
In this role, Mallory put her leadership
skills to good use in serving as an out-
standing ambassador for Union County
and Kentucky agriculture.

But never one to stop climbing the
ladder of success, Mallory didn’t stop
there. In successfully seeking a na-
tional FFA office, Mallory dem-
onstrated that she has all the qualities
to be a successful leader for years to
come.

With this impressive achievement,
Mallory personified the positive dif-
ference that FFA makes in young peo-
ple’s lives. This extraordinary achieve-
ment makes Union County and the en-
tire First Congressional District of
Kentucky proud.

Mr. Speaker, I am eager to see what
Mallory White accomplishes in the
years to come.

————
HONORING OUR BRAVE VETERANS

(Mr. VALADAO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, as we
celebrate our veterans next week, I rise
to honor the dedication and selfless-
ness of the brave men and women who
have served our Nation.

California’s 21st Congressional Dis-
trict is home to thousands of veterans
who are especially valued members of
our community. Our veterans have
made incredible sacrifices to the cause
of freedom, and America is forever in
their debt.

As Members of Congress, we have the
responsibility to ensure our veterans
receive the benefits they are entitled.
Those who have courageously served
our country deserve our support, and
we must protect their care.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
join me in thanking our veterans for
their service to our country in honor of
this Veterans Day. It is a privilege to
represent these men and women in
Congress.

———

OPPOSING DEPARTMENT OF
DEFENSE VACCINE MANDATE

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in opposition to the Department
of Defense’s vaccine mandate.

My district is home to the Sierra
Army Depot in Lassen County, which
uses a large contingent of civilian mili-
tary contractors. Sierra Army Depot
repairs equipment, salvages old tanks
and armored carriers for platforms
that are still serviceable.

Over the past year, the depot has
served as the Army’s global storage
and distribution center for COVID-19
testing Kkits and personal protective
equipment. As a Nation, we leaned on
the Sierra Army Depot, and other simi-
lar ones around the country, to protect
our servicemembers while they were
busy protecting us. They put it on the
line during the worst of the pandemic
and didn’t question it.

Now, the Biden administration is
planning to fire hundreds of these con-
tractors because they have not made
the personal choice to be vaccinated
with emergency-use vaccines, two of
which are still under emergency-use
authorization.

After a year, putting the weight of
the Army on this workforce, asking
them to work overtime and get the job
done, and take the risks we did not
know about a year and a half ago, the
President is going to fire them? Is that
really the kind of message we want to
send to our military?

———————

REMEMBERING MARTHA BREENE

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to remember
the life and legacy of Martha Breene, a
staple figure in Pennsylvania Repub-
lican politics.

Martha has been involved in politics
since the 1960s. She was a phenomenal
grassroots organizer, where she worked
tirelessly on both local and national
campaigns.

Martha did what she did because she
loves this Nation and the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania. She worked so
hard to see that people are better
served, and she did that through poli-
tics.

In 2004, she was the first women
elected to serve as the Venango County
Republican chairman. She retired in
2013, only to return to that role in 2017
where she served up until her passing
this year.

I had the privilege of working with
Martha and her late husband, Charlie,
during my first election starting in
2008. Martha has always had the ability
to motivate, and it is that quality that
made her an exceptional leader. She
was a force to be reckoned with and
will be deeply missed in Venango Coun-
ty.

Mr. Speaker, my deepest condolences
go to Martha’s family and friends dur-
ing this time.
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NATURAL GAS TAX

(Mr. PFLUGER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PFLUGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to announce the introduction of
my bill opposing the latest attack on
American energy producers.

Crisis after crisis after crisis, and yet
Democrats are pushing a natural gas
tax that will reduce our GDP by $9 bil-
lion, kill at least 90,000 jobs, and raise
energy bills for every American.

In fact, every American family will
pay nearly 20 percent more on their
utility bills almost immediately. Presi-
dent Biden’s out-of-control spending is
already driving prices up on every-
thing. We know that this is going to be
the most expensive Thanksgiving in
history. And now Democrats are des-
perately searching for new ways to
squeeze even more money out of the
American people to pay for Big Govern-
ment projects.

A natural gas tax is a tax on every
single American, and it will dispropor-
tionately hurt working-class Ameri-
cans, farmers, and ranchers. President
Biden’s message in Europe is, Amer-
ican energy—never. Our message
should be American-made energy is
better than ever.

———

HONORING VETERAN PASTOR
GERALD MCcGINNIS

(Mr. BURCHETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURCHETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to honor Pastor Gerald McGinnis as
Tennessee’s Second District Veteran of
the Month.

Pastor McGinnis, a very dear friend
of mine, served our country as a spe-
cialist in the United States Army dur-
ing the Vietnam war. In 1968, his com-
pound was attacked by approximately
1,600 North Vietnamese Army soldiers
in the middle of the night. Despite the
intense enemy fire, he fought off the
North Vietnamese in defense of the
three wounded American soldiers shel-
tering in his bunker.

Relentlessly defending that bunker
saved Pastor McGinnis’ life and all the
lives of his fellow servicemembers. He
was successful against all odds. Nearly
40 years later, he was awarded the
Bronze Star for his heroism. Last
week, Pastor McGinnis was upgraded
to the Silver Star in further recogni-
tion of his bravery.

Following his military service, Pas-
tor McGinnis worked as a sheet metal
worker for several years. He later de-
cided that serving the Lord was his
true calling and began studying the-
ology. In 1980, he founded Park West
Church of God in Knoxville, where he
continues to serve.

Under Pastor McGinnis’ leadership,
the church has grown to serve a mem-
bership of over 2,000 Christians. He also
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served as chaplain of the Knoxville-
based divisions of the FBI and ATF, as
well as the Knox County Sheriff’s De-
partment.

Pastor McGinnis serves his fellow
veterans every chance he gets. A few
years ago, he started raising funds to
purchase a farm where veterans could
go to receive counseling and study the
Bible to help cope with their PTSD.

Thank you, Gerald, for your service
to our country, your fellow veterans,
and the Lord. I would say on a personal
note, I was at the service and my dear
friend, Jenny Stansberry in my home
office, helped him get that Silver Star.
All he talked about was his buddies
that he left behind. He is a true hero,
Mr. Speaker.

O 1230

PARENTS’ FIRST AMENDMENT
RIGHTS

(Mr. BERGMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in opposition to the Biden De-
partment of Justice attack on our par-
ents who advocate for their children to
our local school boards. These efforts
undermine the very foundation of our
public schools. That is what they do.

We have recently seen an unprece-
dented level of local civic engagement
allowing parents, teachers, and govern-
ment officials to navigate our pan-
demic recovery and promote account-
ability in the classroom. However, this
administration has responded by using
scare tactics to prevent any criticism
from parents against biased policies.

Parents don’t want their children’s
educational development stunted by
mask mandates or corrupted by crit-
ical race theory. What parents do want
is a say in their children’s educational
futures without being threatened for
exercising their First Amendment
rights.

The Attorney General must imme-
diately withdraw this memorandum.

I will continue fighting for a mom’s
or dad’s right to make their opinion
heard because that is the America our
parents and students deserve.

———————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CARTER of Louisiana) laid before the
House the following communication
from the Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, November 2, 2021.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on No-
vember 2, 2021, at 9:46 a.m.:

November 2, 2021

That the Senate passed S. 1064.
With best wishes, I am,
Sincerely,
CHERYL L. JOHNSON,
Clerk.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which the yeas and nays are or-
dered.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

———

VETERAN ENTREPRENEURSHIP
TRAINING ACT OF 2021

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 3469) to amend the Small
Business Act to codify the Boots to
Business Program, and for other pur-
poses.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3469

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Veteran En-
trepreneurship Training Act of 2021°.
SEC. 2. BOOTS TO BUSINESS PROGRAM.

Section 32 of the Small Business Act (15
U.S.C. 657b) is amended by adding at the end
the following new subsection:

““(h) BOOTS TO BUSINESS PROGRAM.—

(1) COVERED INDIVIDUAL DEFINED.—In this
subsection, the term ‘covered individual’
means—

‘““(A) a member of the Armed Forces, in-
cluding the National Guard or Reserves;

‘(B) an individual who is participating in
the Transition Assistance Program estab-
lished under section 1144 of title 10, United
States Code;

‘(C) an individual who—

‘(i) served on active duty in any branch of
the Armed Forces, including the National
Guard or Reserves; and

‘‘(ii) was discharged or released from such
service under conditions other than dishon-
orable; and

‘(D) a spouse or dependent of an individual
described in subparagraph (A), (B), or (C).

‘“(2) ESTABLISHMENT.—Beginning on the
first October 1 after the enactment of this
subsection and for the subsequent 4 fiscal
years, the Administrator shall carry out a
program to be known as the ‘Boots to Busi-
ness Program’ to provide entrepreneurship
training to covered individuals.

““(3) GOALS.—The goals of the Boots to
Business Program are to—

““(A) provide assistance and in-depth train-
ing to covered individuals interested in busi-
ness ownership; and

‘(B) provide covered individuals with the
tools, skills, and knowledge necessary to
identify a business opportunity, draft a busi-
ness plan, identify sources of capital, con-
nect with local resources for small business
concerns, and start up a small business con-
cern.

‘‘(4) PROGRAM COMPONENTS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The Boots to Business
Program may include—

‘(i) a presentation providing exposure to
the considerations involved in self-employ-
ment and ownership of a small business con-
cern;
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